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most of you know all of her awards and hon-
ors—but a list of things does not fully define 
a person—especially a T.C. Freeman. What 
this amazing woman left behind is far greater 
than the awards and accolades she received 
here on earth. She left a legacy in Genera-
tions of Soldiers and Families—past, present 
and future. That is why we all have gathered 
here today—many of you traveling great dis-
tances to be here—We are Her Legacy. 

T.C. was a devoted wife to Bobby for 55 
years, loving him, following him, and sup-
porting him in his Army career, and a devoted 
mother to Gil, William, and Robert. A true mili-
tary family with both sons serving and their 
daughter, an Army wife. Later T.C. reveled in 
the accomplishments of their 3 grand-
children—Clytie, Richard and Sarah. We thank 
each of you—her family—for sharing her with 
us for all these years. 

I first met the Freemans in 1984 . . . Bobby 
was still on active duty, the Garrison Com-
mander of the 101st and T.C. was not just any 
Army wife, but the epitome of an Army wife. 
Like others in her generation, she saw being 
a supportive Army wife as a privilege and an 
honor that carried with it the responsibility of 
passing on the traditions of Army life to the 
next generation of wives. As a young major’s 
wife, new to the 101st Airborne Division, my 
wife Vicki, like so many others, found a role 
model in T.C. Freeman. And that was just the 
beginning of a long and enduring friendship. 

In the early years—As an Army wife to 
Bobby—she sent him off to war and welcomed 
him home from Viet Nam. Later she would re-
mind us all how important it is to take care of 
the Families of our deployed Soldiers and to 
give a Hero’s Welcome to our returning Sol-
diers—something that was not done for our 
Viet Nam Veterans. T.C. vowed that would not 
happen again and was part of the driving force 
behind hundreds of Welcome Home Cere-
monies beginning after Desert Storm, con-
tinuing through the 90’s and the Kosovo rota-
tions, and currently the deployments to Iraq 
and Afghanistan. At any hour of the day or 
night, you would find T.C. at Hangar One talk-
ing to our waiting Families, setting up refresh-
ments, offering advice, encouragement, and 
thanks. Once the official ceremony was over 
and the Families left the bleachers to embrace 
their Soldier, T.C. watched for any Soldier who 
did not have someone—she would walk up 
and hug that Soldier, saying, ‘‘I am T.C. Free-
man—I love you and thank you for your serv-
ice . . . Welcome home!’’ She was tireless in 
her commitment to our returning Soldiers. 

Those of us who have known T.C. for dec-
ades have watched her transition and change 
with the times . . . from Army wife to Army 
mom to a powerful voice for Soldiers and their 
families. For the first half of her life she sup-
ported Bobby in his career, but in the second 
half, it was Bobby by her side, supporting her 
endeavors. What an inspiration for women of 
any generation. And through all of the years, 
all of the many changes in our Army and Fort 
Campbell, T.C. never lost sight of her true 
mission in life . . . to make the Army, specifi-
cally Fort Campbell, a better place for every-
one, Soldiers and family members alike. She 
opened her home, her arms, and her heart to 
each and every one of us. Advocating for Sol-
diers and their families would become T.C.’s 
most important role and contribution to our 
Army. 

By the time we entered this new era and 
what is now our Nation’s longest war with un-

precedented deployments and stress on fami-
lies, T.C.’s reach had gone far beyond the 
gates of Fort Campbell. As an AUSA Chapter 
president and a Civilian Aide to the Secretary 
of the Army, T.C. was able to advocate and 
reach even more Soldiers and families 
throughout our Army. Even with her exhaust-
ing schedule traveling to D.C. and beyond; 
she never tired of greeting planeloads of Sol-
diers returning to Campbell Army Airfield. 
Often driving to the airfield in the middle of the 
night, to greet a plane, she was devout and 
steadfast in her loyalty to Soldiers. 

The 101st Airborne Division, with all of its 
tenant units, was her family. It was obvious to 
any and all of us, that she would do anything 
for her post. And how great it was for so many 
of us to return again and again, knowing that 
T.C. and Bobby were always there to welcome 
us. I remarked more than once that, First La-
dies of the 101st come and go every 2 
years—but T.C. Freeman was the First Lady 
of Fort Campbell for life. 

One of her many unique qualities was her 
ability to relate to anyone; Soldier or 4 star 
general. She was as comfortable in the hang-
ar welcoming Soldiers as she was shaking 
hands with Senators and Congressmen on 
Capitol Hill. And as she mentored Army 
spouses, she was not above mentoring and 
lecturing commanding generals, to include this 
one. I always knew when T.C. began a sen-
tence with Richard, instead of Dick, that I was 
about to get a tasking. But I didn’t mind be-
cause her tasking always had to do with a 
Soldier or family member who needed help, 
had fallen through the cracks, or was getting 
a bad deal; it was never for her . . . so how 
could I say no? One time after one such 
tasking, I was curious and I asked her if she 
had already told the Soldier it was a done 
deal. She replied, ‘‘Of course I did, Richard. 
Now you will have to figure out how to get it 
done!’’ I couldn’t help but laugh. She was a 
piece of work . . . 

But the one task I hoped never to have to 
do, the one thing I did not want to be asked 
came last year when she realized what was 
ahead of her . . . Her final tasking was for me 
to give the eulogy at her funeral. Not wanting 
to face the inevitable, I jokingly replied, ‘‘I’ll do 
yours, if you’ll do mine.’’ I wanted so much to 
turn her down, but I had never said no to T.C. 
Freeman and I wasn’t about to say no for 
something so important to her. Especially 
when she remarked with her sly grin—‘‘Be-
sides Richard, You are an Army Aviator—and 
I know you will exaggerate . . . like you al-
ways do!’’ 

In her last role, she was sidelined and 
forced to work out of her bedroom for the past 
year. But work it she did . . . texting and 
facebooking with her many fans and admirers, 
both young and old. Until the end, she enter-
tained her hundreds of well-wishers from her 
bed, showing us the grace and dignity that 
were synonymous with her. 

I hope that someday there is a bronze stat-
ue of T.C.—and I think it should be of her 
hugging a Soldier, something that she did for 
decades and something we will always re-
member her for. I have a feeling she is looking 
down today, very pleased with the love and 
support being shown her family but she knew 
that she was needed in heaven. 

On Thursday there was a Welcome Home 
ceremony . . . but this one was not in Hangar 
One . . . it was in Heaven. I picture her now 

surrounded by Soldiers embracing her, saying, 
‘‘We love you . . . thank you for your service 
. . . Welcome Home!’’ 
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RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF CAROLYN DELLA-RODOLFA 

HON. MICHAEL G. FITZPATRICK 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the retirement of Carolyn Della- 
Rodolfa. 

Congratulations to Carolyn Della-Rodolfa, 
who is recognized by her peers and commu-
nity organizations as one who embodies the 
true spirit of volunteerism, having served as 
chairman of the boards of Doylestown Hos-
pital, Doylestown Health Foundation, 
Doylestown Health Physicians and the Health 
& Wellness Center of Doylestown Hospital. 
Her leadership encompasses years of valu-
able participation in strategic planning groups 
that have helped change health care delivery 
in the Bucks County community. In addition, 
she is a student who consistently attends 
seminars, reads and studies to broaden her 
knowledge. Under her tutelage, Doylestown 
Hospital and its related parts greatly expanded 
the quality and breadth of healthcare services. 
Notably, Ms. Della-Rodolfa’s social and busi-
ness acumen has had a financial impact on 
the total community beyond lifesaving 
healthcare and life-improving wellness care. 
Retiring, with the appreciation and gratitude of 
her colleagues and community, this out-
standing volunteer/leader clearly has set an 
example for others to follow. 
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BUSINESS RAIDING AND ASSET 
GRABBING IN RUSSIA 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 25, 2016 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, I’d 
like to bring to my colleagues’ attention an illu-
minating report on corruption and corporate 
dispossession in Russia. Written by Dr. Louise 
Shelley and Judy Deane of George Mason 
University’s Terrorism, Transnational Crime 
and Corruption Center, ‘‘Reiderstvo: Implica-
tions for Russia and the West,’’ concisely lays 
out the systematic tactics, fraud and corruption 
of business raiding and asset grabbing in Rus-
sia. 

The most well-known case is that of the 
Yukos Oil Company, which not only saw its 
Russian founder Mikhail Khodorovsky impris-
oned for ten years in a Siberian gulag while 
his $22 billion company was dismantled under 
the guise of $22 billion in unpaid tax claims. 
A corporate entity, Yukos shares were con-
fiscated and assets sold off at rigged auctions, 
without any regard for even its international— 
including U.S.—shareholders. As some of you 
may recall, I held a hearing last fall on the 
Russian government’s violations of the rule of 
law, which examined the challenges these in-
vestors faced in enforcing the Permanent 
Court of Arbitration’s $50 billion finding of un-
lawful appropriation against the Russian gov-
ernment. It turns out Yukos is only the tip of 
the iceberg. 
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